ATTENTION:

The Hon Julie Bishop

Re:


NT Nuclear Dump

The No Waste Alliance welcomes your promotion to the ministry of Education, Science and Training.

We take this opportunity to firmly recommend the halting of plans to dump nuclear waste in the NT, to allow a fresh re-assessment of ANSTO’s reactor program.
Dr Brendan Nelson’s actions in attempting to impose a dump, against the express wishes of the Northern Territory people and government, have been recognised as an assault on the rights and authority of the Northern Territory. The Radioactive Waste Management Bill 2005, presented by the previous minister, was seen as an act of intimidatory propaganda which Territorians will not allow to dissuade our commitment to oppose unwanted nuclear waste from a new reactor.

This unfortunate display of non-consultative, heavy handed intimidation is directly at odds with international best practice. Indeed the IAEA states:

 “It is now widely believed that an important element in establishing public confidence in a particular waste management strategy is the perceived trust and credibility of the implementing organisation and of the regulatory authority. Establishing trust can be enhanced when an inclusive approach to public involvement is adopted. The openness and traceability of the decision-making process is important.”
IAEA, Radioactive Waste Management Status and Trends,
Issue Number 4, February 2005, pages 93 and 94:

Serious questions have arisen regarding the site selection process which identified three potential dump sites in the NT. In particular, the scheduled sites have been identified with no regard to established criteria from the IAEA, and a locally developed Code of Practice from the NHMRC, which would guide site selection. As a result, the scheduled sites have been selected with no regard to environmental factors such as geology, hydrology and other technical criteria; ecological, cultural and heritage values; and widespread public disapproval.

In opposition to the threatened production of further unwanted nuclear waste, the No Waste Alliance recommends these fundamental steps towards responsible management of radioactive wastes:

· Scale back and phase out ANSTO’s Lucas Heights nuclear reactor program;

· full auditing of and accounting for radioactive wastes of all categories in all jurisdictions;

· development of national guidelines to control and limit the production of further wastes;
· pursuit of non-reactor technologies for medicine, science and environmental sampling safeguards applications

Justin Tutty
for Darwin’s No Waste Alliance

darwin@no-waste.org
www.no-waste.org
PO Box 331, Nightcliff, NT 0814

Darwin's No Waste Alliance is a community group of concerned individuals and representatives of stakeholder organisations. The Alliance formed in response to Dr Brendan Nelson's announcement in July 2005 that, contrary to federal government promises during the previous federal and NT elections, the NT has been targeted for a radioactive waste dump. The No Waste Alliance aims to give Territorians information and options for action in response to the unwanted long-lived pollution presented by the nuclear industry.[image: image1.jpg]



